
ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABRSC)
MEETING APPROVED MINUTES

Administration Building Auditorium August 26, 2021
15 Charter Road, Acton 7:00 p.m.
To view the meeting virtually (no participation): https://www.youtube.com/actontv1
To make a public comment (two options):

1. In-person - please wear a mask
2. Virtually - preregister for Public Comment (required for virtual):

(pre-registration must be submitted 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting)
https://abschools.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pjsINdeeSpOWIJGTQlAT7Q

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members Present: Ben Bloomenthal, Adam Klein, Tessa McKinley, John Petersen, Andrew
Schwartz, Nora Shine, Yebin Wang

Members Absent: Evelyn Abayaah-Issah, Kyra Cook, Ginny Kremer, Amy Krishnamurthy
Others: Marie Altieri, Peter Light, Beth Petr

      ____________________________________      _______________________________________   

The ABRSC was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chairperson Adam Klein.

Adam stated that the meeting was being conducted as a hybrid with all of the School Committee
members in the auditorium (with the exception of Evelyn Abayaah-Issah, Kyra Cook, Ginny
Kremer, and Amy Krishnamurthy who were absent), along with members of the public. The
following committee members were in attendance: Ben Bloomenthal, Adam Klein, Tessa
McKinley, John Petersen, Andrew Schwartz, Nora Shine, and Yebin Wang.

In an ongoing effort to make meetings as secure as possible, members of the public who wished
to comment virtually were asked to register 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting using the
link at the top of the agenda. Members attending in person were invited to speak at the public
microphone as in the past. To view the meeting virtually the public was asked to use Acton tv’s
youtube channel (found at the top of the agenda). The Chair stated that the meeting was being
recorded and would be posted on Acton TV’s website at actontv.org.

1. Chairperson’s Welcome - Adam Klein
Adam welcomed back all of the teachers and staff who had returned the previous day.
He also thanked the Committee members and many members of the public who
participated in the previous week’s special meeting regarding the new Mask policy.

2. Public Participation - none

3. ONGOING BUSINESS
a. School Opening Update & Discussion – Peter Light

Mr. Light shared that while it was a great day, it was a different Staff Opening than the usual
gathering in the auditorium. While last year was held on zoom, this year was outside on Leary

1

https://www.youtube.com/actontv1
https://abschools.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pjsINdeeSpOWIJGTQlAT7Q


Field and it worked out nicely. New staff and administrators, as well as those celebrating their 30
year anniversary, and those who just earned professional teacher status were recognized.
Everyone is excited to welcome our students back on Monday.

Mr. Light reported that the day after the Committee voted the revised mask policy, the state
voted a mask policy to be effective until Oct 1 and it supports everything AB put in place. He
asked if there were any remaining questions regarding the opening of school.

Comments included:

● Could more information be shared about time outside for students? The Junior and
Senior High Schools both have outdoor lunch options. Teachers will be encouraged to
bring kids outside, as appropriate. High Schoolers can also go out during a free period
without masks.

● The new procedures do not have a defined stage for the elimination of masks. The
Superintendent wants to be a little figurative about the data. There is clarity in that we
will look at a variety of data, and we trust that the numbers come from a stable place.
Updates will be shared every two weeks at School Committee meetings including where
we’re at in the decision-making process. Clear communication is key for the Committee
as well as families. The procedures will be updated.

● Distancing is not a requirement now. Any recommendations for students and teachers
during lunch and snack time when masks are off? This is being considered but it is
difficult to put specific rules in place if they are not totally enforceable.

● Are we in a more challenging situation going into this year or last year? Mr. Light
responded that it is more positive now. A focus last year was how long until schools
would have to close down due to the virus, and we never had to. We gained a lot of
experience.

● Do we have a backup plan if many students have to be quarantined? If we see in school
transmission, we will be in touch with DPH and local health departments to talk about
further steps. From an educational standpoint, every student in quarantine this year will
be able to access classroom education via zoom, unlike last year.

b. Consent Agenda/Action Items
i. Approval of ABRSC Meeting Minutes of 7/20/21 – VOTE – Adam Klein
ii. Recommendation to Set the Imprest Balance of the Student Activity

Checking Accounts for FY22 - VOTE - Peter Light
iii. Approval of Change of Members of the Other Post Employment Benefits

(OPEB) Trust Fund Board of Advisors  - VOTE – Peter Light
iv. Recommendation to Approve FY22 EDCO Board Member Peter Light and

Advisory Member Adam Klein – VOTE – Adam Klein
v. Recommendation to Approve Gift of $1,000 from MA State Science Fair,

Inc. to the ABRHS Sanofi-Genzyme Grant – VOTE – Peter Light

Mr. Light noted that the imprest balance vote is for the same balance every year and the
OPEB membership is determined by the Trust. He added that EDCO is in name only at
this point and not a fully functioning entity. The EDCO Board has to continue for one
more year.
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Given there were no holds on the consent agenda, John Petersen moved, Tessa
McKinley seconded and it was unanimously,

VOTED: to approve the consent agenda.  (Nora Shine was out of the room.)

c. Subcommittee and Member Reports
i. School Building Naming Update -

In Amy’s absence, Adam reported that the subcommittee met on Monday
night and will be bringing a recommendation to the School Committee
meeting on September 9.

ii. School Building Committee Update – Peter Light

The building continues to be on schedule and on budget. The boardwalk
will be turned over to the district on Monday morning. The building should
be fully enclosed by early winter. Mr. Light shared some great pictures of
the progress.

iii. Acton Leadership Group (ALG) Update - John Petersen

ALG met on 8/26/21 with Kyra Cook and John as ABRSC
representatives. Both the schools and town unofficially reported
essentially no net use of reserves (E&D orFree Cash) for FY21. Reserves
associated with various ABRSD operating funds were significantly
reduced in FY21. The result would have been substantially negative if
federal grants had not covered COVID related expenses. Regarding
revenue, the current assumption is that Acton will tax to the levy limit. The
use of ARPA funds will be a standing ALG agenda item. ALG discussed
the possibility of moving Acton Town Meeting to align with Boxborough’s
Town Meeting. The advantages include an additional 5-6 weeks to
prepare for the first ABRSD budget vote, an additional month of actual
expense data, an additional month of state budget data and additional
time for the Acton HIT to set rates. Marie noted that Acton has historically
had one of the earliest Town Meetings. Operationally, aligning the Town
Meetings would more efficiently use ABRSD administrative time in
preparing the presentations and budgets. The Selectboard will discuss
the merits of moving Acton Town meeting to mid-May.

Mr. Light added that typically School Committee would be informed of any
information before it is discussed at ALG, however due the timing of the
two meetings some of the Year End information was shared this morning.
Dave Verdolino will give that presentation at the next School Committee
meeting. This includes the revolving fund balances and in particular,
Extended Day/Comm Ed, Food Services and All Day Kindergarten. Those
fund balances are giving us some concern due to last year’s anomalies.

iv. FY22 Assignments and Liaisons - Possible VOTE - Adam Klein
The next meeting will include a proposed list and a new subcommittee for
consideration.
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d. Statement of Warrants and Recommendation to Approve – VOTE – Adam
Klein

Tessa McKinley moved, John Petersen seconded and it was unanimously
VOTED: to approve the warrants, see memo.

4. FYI

Copies of the MGL laws book are available, and information about a professional
learning opportunity was emailed to the Committee.

5. Adjourn
Ben Bloomenthal moved, Tessa McKinley seconded and it was unanimously

VOTED to adjourn the ABRSC at 7:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Beth Petr

List of Documents Used: see agenda

NEXT MEETINGS: September 9 & 23 ABRSC at 7:00 p.m.
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